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The commons theory, first articulated by Elinor Ostrom, is increasingly used as a framework to
understand and rethink the management and governance of many kinds of shared resources.
These resources can include natural and digital properties, cultural goods, knowledge and
intellectual property, and housing and urban infrastructure, among many others. In a world of
increasing scarcity and demand - from individuals, states, and markets - it is imperative to
understand how best to induce cooperation among users of these resources in ways that advance
sustainability, affordability, equity, and justice. This volume reflects this multifaceted and
multidisciplinary field from a variety of perspectives, offering new applications and extensions of
the commons theory, which is as diverse as the scholars who study it and is still developing in
exciting ways.

Sheila Foster, Scott K. Ginsburg Professor of Urban Law and Policy at Georgetown University. She
holds a joint appointment with the Georgetown Law Center and the McCourt School of Public
Policy. During the 2021-2022 academic year, she is serving as the Associate Dean for Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion for the Law Center.

Panelists:
Bryan Bruns, Independent Researcher and Consulting Sociologist.

William Blomquist, Senior Research Fellow of the Ostrom Workshop and currently a Visiting
Professor of Political Science at Butler University in Indianapolis.

Erik Nordman, Professor of Natural Resources Management, Grand Valley State University,
Michigan

Scott Shackelford, Executive Director, Ostrom Workshop, Director, Program on Cybersecurity
and Internet Governance, Chair, IU Bloomington Cybersecurity Program, Professor of Business
Law and Ethics, Senior Fellow, Center for Applied Cybersecurity Research
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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all Ostrom workshop presentations will be virtual until further notice. Join instantly
using the link above. For questions, contact Allison Sturgeon (sturgeon@iu.edu)
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